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Amendmepits to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 
What is claimed is: 



1 . (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) An asset management system comprising: 
a plurality of asset tags each made of material that transmits light; 

a security container having an jpterior at lea st partially defined by a 
back panel; 

a ton panel disposed within said secur ity contaiper adiacent the 
hack panel, the top panel defined bv an outer sur face and an inner surface 

and h aving a plurality of «*€«al open receptacles each for receiving and 

storing an asset tag; 

a plurality of light emitting diodes (LEDs) positioned in said security 
container and enclosed between the ton panel and the back panel, each LED being 

in fnH rn ifh nn infornn l positioned below an open receptacle and aligning with 

an asset tag located in said receptacle; and 

a controller coupled to said LEDs, said controller being programmed to 
identify a selected asset tag by lighting the LED aligned therewith, the selected asset 
tag being illuminated by light from the LED to identify its location visually to a user. 
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3. (Previously Presented) An asset management system as claimed in 
claim 2 and wherein said asset tags are made of plastic. 

4. (Previously Presented) An asset management system as 
claimed in claim 2 and v^herein said security container is openable. 

5. (Previously Presented) An asset management system as claimed in 
claim 4 and wherein said security container is an openable drawer. 

6. (Previously Presented) An asset management system as claimed in claim 2 
and further comprising a scanner board in said security container, said LEDs being 
located on said scanner board. 

7. (Currently Amended) An asset management system as claimed in claim 2 
ftft4 wherein said controller includes a computer asset tag is defined by a first end 
and a second end, wherein said first end is positioned below the top panel adjacent 
said LED when said asset tag is seated in a receptacle . 

8. (Previously Presented) An asset management system as claimed in claim 2 
and further comprising an identification tag in each of said asset tags, each said 
identification tag storing a identification code uniquely associated with the 
corresponding asset tag, and at least one reader in said security container for detecting 
the identification codes associated with asset tags in said security container, said 
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reader conveying the detected identification codes to said controller. 



9. (Previously Presented) An asset management system as claimed in claim 8 
and wherein said at least one reader comprises a plurality of readers, each reader being 
associated with a receptacle and positioned to align with an asset tag located in said 
receptacle for reading the identification code associated with said asset tag. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method of identifying the location of a selected 
key tag stored in a key management system and made of a light transmitting material, 
said method comprising the step of 

positioning a light source internally within the key management system below 
a panel configured to receive a key tag; 

inserting a key tag into the panel so that a first portion of the key tag extends 
below the panel adiacent the light source a second visible portion of the key tag 
extends above said panel; 

activating a- the light source aligned with the key tag to project onto said first 
end of said key tag , 

utilizing said key tag to transmit light at least partially along the length of the 
key tag to the second visible portion of the key tag said key tag tran s mitting light 
from the light source to illuminate the second visible portion of the k ey tag making 
the key tag visible identifiable to a user. 

11. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10 and further 
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comprising the step of flashing the light source. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10 and wherein the 
light source is an LED. 

13. (Currently Amended) A system for tracking keys comprising: 

a key tag to be associated with a key and made at least partially of an 
optically transparent material; 

a security container in which is defined a n internal compartment; 
a receptacle in said security container, said key tag configured to fit in 
said receptacle; 

a light source nosltioned within »aid interna l compartment in said 
security container and below said receotacie . said light source positioned to 
project light into said key tag when said key tag is seated in said receptacle and said 
light source is activated; and 

a controller operatively coupled to said light source, said controller being 
programmed to identify said key tag visually to a user by activating said light source to 
illuminate said key tag. 

14. (Previously Presented) A system for tracking keys as claimed in claim 1 3 
and wherein said light source comprises and LED. 



15. 



(Previously Presented) A system for tracking keys as claimed in claim 13 
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and further comprising a readable identification code in said key tag and a reader in said 
security container, said controller being operatively coupled to said reader for receiving 
said identification code to identify said key tag. 

16. (Previously Presented) A system for tracking keys as claimed in claim 

15 and further comprising: 

a plurality of said key tags each to be associated with a key and each being 
made at least partially of an optically transparent material; 

a plurality of said receptacles is said security container, said key tags configured 
to fit in said receptacles; 



a 

corre 



plurality of said light sources in said security container, each light source 
spending to one of said receptacles and being positioned to project light into a 
key tag when said key tag is in said receptacle and said light source is activated; and 

said controller being operatively coupled to said plurality of light sources and 
being programmed to identify a key tag in a receptacle by activating the light source 
corresponding to said receptacle to illuminate said key tag. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) In a key management system wherein a plurality of 
key tags are disnosed to be r eceived aa^-stered in a panel having a plurality of open receptacles 
in a security container ».nd wherein eac h fa^. when received in a receptacle, has a first 
nnrrion that extends helow the pani^l and a second nortion that extends above said panel, the 



6/9 



In re Patent Application of 
Steve D. Singleton 



Serial No. 10/079,920 



improvement wherein said key tags are light pipes and wherein said security container houses a 
plurality of light sources K.m^ th. ton n^nel and where each lipht .source is aligned asseeiated 
with one of said receptacles, each light source being positioned to emit light into the first portion of 
..^ .hnv. the light source in the receptacle associated with the light source to 

illuminate the c.nnH nortion of the key tag and identify it visually to a user. 



a 



18. (Currently Amended) A key tag for use in a key management system, 
said key tag comprising a tubular body h«vinf^ a first end «nd a second end and a 
hnr^ «3ctending l^«>^t nartiall y therebetween to formiag a light pipe for 
fr^n.mitting light frnm said fir s * tnwards said second end, said tubular bod^ 
^....K.. in.lnHinP a fastener and having hool r for attaching a key to said key tag. 
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